Colorado Alliance For Animal Owners’ Rights

PO Box 1491 

Carbondale, CO 81623

August 7, 2010

Re: Animal Massage Exemption Amendment for Bill AB-1980

Dear Senator  ,

Please consider amending AB-1980 to include an exemption for animal massage. As the author of HB08-1042*, we believe it is wrong to exclude certified professionals with specialized therapeutic training from touching animals unless a DVM is present. That is because it is too costly for the consumer to pay a vet for supervision of a massage therapist. It also makes viable and proven methods for animal health unavailable or too costly for the consumer when such services are available.

In Colorado, we guarantee animal health by allowing certified practitioners of massage to practice on animals without supervision of a DVM. At the same time, we guarantee public and consumer protection by creating an education requirement. This was accomplished though a series of meetings between certified animal massage therapists, animal owners, and the CO Veterinary Medical Association. All groups worked together to develop legislation that results in a system where there these professionals can work together in a cooperative manner offering the best possible care and outcome for animals and their owners.

We hope you can amend AB-1980 in order to make this valuable service available to California animal owners and their pets.

I can be reached at 303-669-4227 should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Lisa B. Speaker
President, Colorado Association for Animal Owners Rights

www.caaor.org

 *http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2008a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/3669432F3F3512B3872573A80065E693?open&file=1042_enr.pdf
